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Centre for Australian Cultural Studies

Canberra stands on the Limestone Plains’, originally
occupied by the Ngunnawal Aboriginal people.
Europeans first settled the land on which this Centre
is located in 1824, when Joshua Moore established
an outstation property, ‘Canberry’, later renamed
Acton’ in 1844. The Acton Peninsula was the hub of
the early establishment of Canberra as the National
Capital. More recently, from 1941 to 1990, the Royal
Canberra Hospital occupied the site.

The Limestone Plains derive their name from the
locally outcropping limestone which was used to make
slaked lime for early building work in the region.

A nearby outcrop, the only one still visible in the area,
has been identified for heritage listing to mark

this aszociation.
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